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TRAFFIC CONGESTION — SOUTHERN RIVER 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.07 pm]: I think it is fair to say that in politics, we are often 
very, very negative and we do not get enough opportunities to say thank you, so tonight I want to take this 
opportunity to give credit where credit is due and to say thank you. 
One of my colleagues in the South Metropolitan Region I can only describe as a real gem. Time after time, this 
honourable member continues to assist, and I am often surprised, but as I say: credit where credit is due. Just last 
week, Hon Sue Ellery was quoted in an article in the Canning Examiner as saying the following — 

“After six years the Member for Southern River Peter Abetz has failed to deliver anything meaningful 
to address the congestion crisis. 

For members who are unaware, the member for Southern River, Peter Abetz, had a slight boundary change in the 
lead-up to the last election under which the area where I live, in a part of Thornlie, was regrettably no longer part 
of his electorate. However, I feel confident in saying that, living so close to the boundary of Peter Abetz’s 
electorate, I have some personal knowledge of the issue of congestion in the area. I was absolutely delighted 
when, not for the first time, this absolute gem of a member, Hon Sue Ellery, took it upon herself — 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Over the next seven minutes, I will repeat it a few times. As I say, I want to give credit 
where credit is due. 
Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! I want to hear what the member is trying to say. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I was absolutely delighted that Hon Sue Ellery felt the need to highlight the member for 
Southern River and to suggest that, after six years, he had failed to deliver anything meaningful to address the 
congestion crisis. As I say, I know the area very well. If one is situated in Southlands shopping centre and 
perhaps does not get out and about in one’s electorate very often, one might not actually know what is happening 
in Southern River. 

Hon Sue Ellery interjected.  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I say it on the basis of the honourable member’s comments because it is absolutely 
incredible. But I thank her for saying that the member for Southern River has failed to deliver anything 
meaningful to address the congestion crisis. 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: It is interesting that, first of all, Hon Sue Ellery seems to think that Peter Abetz has been 
a member for six years. That is factually incorrect, but, putting that to one side, it is also interesting that the 
honourable member felt the need to say that the member for Southern River had failed to deliver anything 
meaningful to address the congestion crisis. As I said, I lived in the electorate previously and I now live on the 
border of the electorate, and I know the area very well. For everyone who lives in that area, those comments are 
laughable. But I said that I wanted to give credit where credit is due, because if the honourable member, this gem 
of a member, had failed to do that—she took it upon herself to go to the media and bring this to their attention—
my good friend Peter Abetz would not have had an opportunity to then go back in the media. I am very grateful 
for these comments because, once again, what happens — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Whenever Hon Sue Ellery does her best to assist Peter Abetz, it works spectacularly well 
as far as I can see, because due to the mentoring of Labor’s candidate at the last election, my good friend 
Peter Abetz was able to increase his margin from two per cent to 16.5 per cent. 

Hon Sue Ellery: You don’t know what you’re talking about. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Did the honourable member not assist Labor’s candidate for Southern River? 

Hon Sue Ellery: I wasn’t working with the Southern River campaign at all. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Mr President, that is okay. We have just got it on the record that Hon Sue Ellery did not 
assist her candidate for Southern River in her region. If this is going to be the new gold standard of assistance, 
then please keep persisting, because this is absolutely fantastic. It enabled Peter Abetz to outline in crystal clear 
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terms for anyone who lives in the area that he had had a major part to do with the Nicholson Road roundabout 
and the slip lane that was developed along there, and it has made a massive difference. Not only that, he has also 
managed to assist and facilitate the duplication of Garden Street; perhaps Hon Sue Ellery is not familiar with that 
street, but it is in our electorate. He is in the process of doing some lobbying work on the issue of Ranford Road. 
For Hon Sue Ellery’s benefit, I indicate that not far from Southlands Boulevarde shopping centre is a road called 
South Street. As people continue eastward along South Street, South Street becomes Ranford Road, and that is 
the road I am talking about. If people go there to have a look, they will see some issues there. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: If people go down there, they will understand that there are some issues that Peter Abetz, 
that hardworking member, is continuing to address. As I said, this hardworking member managed to increase his 
margin from two per cent to 16.5 per cent, which is rather extraordinary in anyone’s language, so I thank 
Hon Sue Ellery for her continued assistance. Perhaps it explains to me something that I was not previously very 
understanding of; that is, some people in Southern River had said, “You know, I’m going to vote for this guy 
Peter Abetz. I’m actually a Labor supporter. I’m going to vote for Labor in the upper house, but I’m going to 
vote for Peter Abetz in the lower house.” I always thought that that was a bit odd, and I felt a bit put off by that 
because, of course, they are not voting for me and my colleagues in the upper house. But I now understand, 
because Hon Sue Ellery works in a team with Peter Abetz, and she brings these issues to the attention of the 
local media so that he can then have a free kick every time. So I absolutely want to give credit where credit is 
due. 

In the time remaining, I also have to indicate that this gem of a member actually has form in this area, because 
on 27 March this year, on page 7 of The West Australian, there was a fantastic article titled “Labor frontbenchers 
on the move to win over WA voters”.  

It has a great picture of Hon Sue Ellery with her federal counterpart, Kate Ellis. They were on the hustings on the 
issues of education and so on and so forth. The intent, as indicated by the article, is that Labor frontbenchers, 
including the Leader of the Opposition, were on the move to win over WA voters in the lead-up to the Senate 
election. For those who did not follow that election closely, my party won three of the six seats and 
Hon Sue Ellery’s team won one of the six seats. 

Hon Peter Katsambanis: How many? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: One. We won three times as many seats as Hon Sue Ellery. Every time she hits the paper 
with full gusto, we seem to do really well. 

Hon Phil Edman interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Phil Edman, you proved last night that you are able to get up and make a speech 
in members’ statements but you cannot tonight speak over the top of another member. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: This gem of a member has good form. I want to pay credit where credit is due. We are 
too negative in politics. We need to say thanks when it is appropriate. I want to thank Hon Sue Ellery for her 
assistance in our Senate campaign. I also want to thank her for her continued assistance to my good friend, the 
hardworking member for Southern River, Peter Abetz. If this continues, I am hopeful that his margin will 
increase to be even greater than 16.5 per cent, and that she will continue to work in tandem and as a team with 
this member. 

Tabling of Papers 

Hon SALLY TALBOT: Mr President, I am unclear about what documents Hon Michael Mischin tabled at the 
end of his speech. I saw Hon Michael Mischin hand papers over to the attendant, which you then noted as being 
tabled. You made a further point of clarification, whereupon Hon Michael Mischin took those papers back and 
instead played the rather cheap and un-comical trick of tabling Hansard. I wonder whether I could seek your 
clarification of what we can do to get those original documents that Hon Michael Mischin tabled, tabled again. 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the Attorney General might like to clarify what he tabled. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Mr President, as I understood your original ruling, based on the initial point of 
order, I was obliged to table my notes, which were my aide-mémoire to which I was referring. I indicated that I 
would table those notes, but then you indicated that those notes were not subject to being tabled, so I withdrew 
them and tabled the document to which I referred and quoted, which was a copy of Hon Sally Talbot’s 
comments in Hansard on the previous occasion. If your ruling is that I must table my aide-mémoire notes, of 
course, I shall abide by that ruling. However, I understood that there was a clarification of that ruling and I was 
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not obliged to table them. If I am not obliged to table them in accordance with the standing orders, I would prefer 
not to, of course, they being my aide-mémoire, my notes. I would not call upon Hon Sally Talbot to table her 
notes, and I have never done so. If she has any memory at all of the last five years, I have never called on any 
member to table their aide-mémoire notes. My understanding of your original ruling is that I was obliged to. Of 
course, I could not see any basis for confidentiality there. But if I am not obliged to table my aide-mémoire 
notes, I would prefer not to. I think it sets an unfortunate precedent if that is to be the case. 

The PRESIDENT: The sequence of events as I recall them was that Hon Sally Talbot took a point of order 
during the comments, asking for identification of the notes and for their tabling. The Attorney General identified 
his notes and said that he would consider tabling them. At the end of the comments, Hon Sally Talbot again 
asked for those notes to be tabled. In my mind, the Attorney General did table those notes, and I did note the 
tabling of them. I thought that was the end of it, so I made the clarification remarks about what constitutes a 
document and what does not constitute a document in terms of notes.  

Then the Attorney General tabled what I thought were another couple of additional pages. I hope it is clear to all 
members now that documents refer to newspaper articles or reports of that nature and do not refer to notes that 
are aide-mémoires for members’ speeches. However, in this case, I believe the first lot of notes were tabled and 
the Attorney General, unfortunately, was caught in the situation that he had already tabled notes but, obviously 
in hindsight, preferred not to table them. They were tabled and I acknowledged that they were tabled, and so the 
documents are tabled. 
 


	TRAFFIC CONGESTION — SOUTHERN RIVER
	Statement
	Tabling of Papers



